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MUSIC HANDBOOK 
 

MUSIC CURRICULUM: INTENT: All of our children will have consistent access to a broad, balanced and 
high quality music curriculum which will: 

engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and 
their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of 

achievement. 
 As pupils progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, 

allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical 
canon. 

 
 



MUSIC CURRICULUM IMPLEMENTATION: POLICY 

Music Together we DREAM, together we learn 

AIMS 
The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians 

 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology 
appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence 

  understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 
texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 
 
At Corpus Christi, our mission statement and the teaching of Jesus is at the centre of all we do. 
To make sure our Music DREAM Curriculum meets the needs of our children, we 

Allow children to DISCOVER new musical genres that inspire them creatively and emotionally.  

RESPECT other cultures and their musical offerings, encouraging diversity, broadening experiences and celebrating differences.  

Are ENTHUSIASTIC about music, bringing practical experiences and opportunities to support listening and appraising of exciting and engaging music across all genres.  

Encourage high ASPIRATIONS in musical performances and abilities, developing skills, knowledge and understanding through a progressive curriculum.  

Show how music can MAKE A DIFFERENCE to themselves, each other and outside, in big and small ways, growing an understanding of how music can positively affect 

mental health and wellbeing of all.  

To provide this curriculum offer, we use the Charanga scheme of work. This is supplemented in Years 3 and 4 by the St Helens Music Service, who teach clarinet 

instrumental lessons within the Charanga scheme. The children will be introduced to a wide range of musical experiences at Corpus Christi, across four main areas of 

learning: listening and appraising, singing, composing, and performing.  

Throughout their time at Corpus Christi the children will have the chance to learn to play using pitched and unpitched musical instruments. When possible, these 

instruments can be taken home to give the children the opportunity to continue their learning beyond the classroom.  

The children at Corpus Christi take part in a number of performances throughout the year in both their own class groups and the wider school, such as Collective Worship, 

assemblies and Christmas productions.  

The school engages with the St Helens Music Service, taking part in activities such as musical festivals, concerts and specialist teaching for gifted and talented 

instrumental children.  

STRATEGIES: In order to achieve our aims our school provides: 
On site facilities: 

• Charanga 

• Online Resources 

• ICT resources- IPads and Smart TV in every classroom 

• Clarinets (provided by St Helens Music Service) 

• Recorders 



• Percussion Instruments 

• Glockenspiels 
 

Offsite facilities: 

• St. Helens Music Service  
 

Equipment/Resources 
The school maintains a range of resources for music – play resources eg Songbooks and CDs, iPads/computers, photographs, musical instruments.  
 
Curriculum Provision 
Reception: Continuous provision – Understanding the World 
Y1, Y2, Y5 & Y6: 1 x 30 minute music lesson weekly  
Y3 & Y4: 1 x 60 minute music lesson weekly 
Children follow the school’s scheme of work and are continuously assessed against clear learning objectives. 
 
Extra-Curricular Provision 
The school provides pupils with the opportunity to be part of the choir and play a musical instrument in Y3 and Y4; both of which help the children to understand and develop musical skills, 
with a gifted and talented session provided for those who show an aptitude for the instrument.  
 
Additional examples of our commitment to science include: 
School trips, whole school initiatives (Christmas Plays, Carol Concert), school choir participation in community events. 
 
Continuing Professional Development  
Teachers and support staff are encouraged to develop their skills and knowledge to enhance the teaching of music. 
 
Reporting 
Verbal reports to parents take place twice a year at Parent’s Evening. 
Written reports are provided annually. 
 

• All staff are continuously trained so as to ensure that music is taught to a high standard 

• This high-quality teaching is supported through the appropriate funding, resources, timetables and our whole school environment, which is maintained to a high standard and 
enhances and promotes our teaching and our children’s experiences and learning 

• Staff plan and deliver high quality music lessons 

• Staff meet regularly to review the quality of our provision and to refresh, reposition and change as appropriate 

• Staff meet regularly to track and review the progress of our children and this high-quality formative assessment contributes good rates of progress and high levels of attainment  

• Strong parent partnerships and home/school systems contribute the quality of our provision 
 

OUTCOMES 
The teaching of all aspects of music is consistently good with much outstanding practice.  
All of our children are encouraged to be curious and ask questions about what they notice. 
All children will be given the opportunity to develop their understanding of musical genre to enable them to make their own choices. 
All of our children will begin to learn simple musical language to talk about what they have found out and communicate their ideas.  
All of our children make good progress from their starting point in music. 
 

MONITORING EVALUATION REVIEW 



The school implements an annual programme of quality assurance which includes: 

• Scrutiny of planning 

• assessment and work books  

• Lesson Observations  

• Learning walks  

• Conversations with children  

• Consultation with parents 
 

 
 
 
 
MUSIC: CURRICULUM IMPLEMENTATION: PLANNING 
Our long term planning ensures coverage of the National Music Curriculum and it iss responsive to local influences. In order to widen and deepen pupils’ essential 
knowledge, skills, understanding and behaviours, our children continuously return to key concepts and skills in order to gain a deeper and more insightful understanding. 
 

Music Long Term Planning 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

EYFS Pupils should be taught to recognise a range of melodies, rhymes and songs and begin to perform them in a variety of ways, including using their voices 
and instruments. Talk about how music makes them feel. Begin to create their own musical compositions.  

Me                                                                                   My Stories                        Everyone    Our World                     Big Bear Funk                         Reflect, rewind, replay 

KEY STAGE 1  Pupils should be taught to use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. Play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically. Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music. Experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

YEAR 1 Hey You               Rhythm in the way we walk/ 
Banana rap 

In the Groove                                  Round and Round Your Imagination                    Reflect, rewind, replay 

YEAR 2 Hands, Feet, Heart                    Ho, Ho, Ho I Wanna Play in a Band                       Zoo Time Friendship Song                      Reflect, rewind, replay 

KEY STAGE 2 Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, 
organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory. Pupils should be taught to play and perform in 
solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. They should 
improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music and listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory. They should use and understand staff and other musical notations and appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality 
live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians, developing and understanding of the history of music.  

YEAR 3 Let Your Spirit Fly                     Glockenspiel stage 1                            Three little birds                              The dragon song Bring Us Together                   Reflect, rewind, replay 

YEAR 4  Mamma Mia                          Glockenspiel stage 2                            Stop                                                  Lean on Me Blackbird                                   Reflect, rewind, replay 

YEAR 5 Livin’ on a Prayer                       Classroom jazz 1                         Make You Feel my Love         Fresh Prince of Be-Air   Dancing in the Street             Reflect, rewind, replay 

YEAR 6 Happy                                          Classroom jazz 2          A New Year Carol                         You’ve Got A Friend Music and Me                            Reflect, rewind, replay 

 
 
 
 
 



Music Progression Grid 

 

EYFS 

Communication 

and Language – 

Music links 

Links to KS1 curriculum Minimum Expectations for Reception Minimum Expectations for Nursery 

I am learning to 

appreciate rhymes 

and poems, and to 

recite some by heart 

Listens carefully to rhymes 

and songs, paying 

attention to how they 

sound. 

Learn rhymes, poems 

and songs 

Sings a large repertoire 

of songs. 

 

Knows many rhymes, 

be able to talk about 

familiar books, and be 

able to tell a long 

story 

EYFS Expressive Arts 

and Design – Music 

links 

Expresses their 

opinion 

Understands emotion 

through music and can 

identify if music is ‘happy’, 

‘scary’ or ‘sad’ A2 SP1  

Talks about how music 

makes them feel A2 SP1 

Talks about 

how music 

makes them 

feel A2 SP1 

Responds to 

music  A2 SP1 

Enjoys listening 

to music A2 

SP1 

Can change the 

tempo and 

dynamics 

Recognises 

instruments in music 

Compose their own 

simple tunes 

Creates sound 

effects 

Writes down 

compositions 

Selects own instruments 

and plays them in time to 

music. 

 

Can change the tempo 

and dynamics whilst 

playing 

 

Knows how to use a wide 

variety of instruments. 

 

Beginning to write own 

compositions using 

symbols, pictures or 

patterns A2 SP1  

Is able to name a wide 

variety of instruments 

(also including chime 

bars, glockenspiels, 

xylophones) 

 

Plays a given instrument 

to a simple beat A2 SP1  

Is able to name a wide 

variety of instruments 

(also including chime 

bars, glockenspiels, 

xylophones) 

 

Plays a given instrument 

to a simple beat A2 SP1 

Explores instruments 

and is beginning to 

name them (drum, 

tambourine, maraca, 

triangle…) A2 SP1 

Year 1 Year  2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6: YEAR 5 
PLUS: 

Listen and Appraise 
Knowledge 
● To know 5 songs off by heart. 
● To know what the songs are 
about. 
● To know and recognise the sound 
and names of some of the 
instruments they use.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge 
● To know five songs off by heart. 
● To know some songs have a 
chorus or a response/answer part. 
● To know that songs have a musical 
style. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge 
● To know five songs from memory 
and who sang them or wrote them. 
● To know the style of the five 
songs. 
● To choose one song and be able to 
talk about: lyrics, musical 
dimensions, main sections of the 
song and name some of the 
instruments. 
 
 
 

Knowledge 
● To know five songs from memory 
and who sang them or wrote them. 
To know the style of the five songs. 
To choose one song and be able to 
talk about: 
● Some of the style indicators of 
that song (musical characteristics 
that give the song its style). 
● The lyrics: what the song is about. 
● Any musical dimensions featured 
in the song and where they are used 

Knowledge 
● To know five songs from memory, 
who sang or wrote them, when they 
were written and, if possible, why? 
● To know the style of the five songs 
and to name other songs from the 
Units in those styles.  
● To choose two or three other 
songs and be able to talk about: 
○ Some of the style indicators of the 
songs (musical characteristics that 
give the songs their style) 

Knowledge 
● To know five songs from memory, 
who sang or wrote them, when they 
were written and why? 
● To know the style of the songs and 
to name other songs from the 
Units in those styles. 
● To choose three or four other 
songs and be able to talk about: 
○ The style indicators of the songs 
(musical characteristics that 
give the songs their style) 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills 
To learn how they can enjoy moving 
to music by dancing, marching, 
being animals or pop stars. 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills 
● To learn how they can enjoy 
moving to music by dancing, 
marching, being animals or pop 
stars. 
● To learn how songs can tell a story 
or describe an idea.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Skills 
● To confidently identify and move 
to the pulse.  
● To think about what the words of 
a song mean.  
● To take it in turn to discuss how 
the song makes them feel.  
● Listen carefully and respectfully to 
other people’s thoughts about the 
music. 
  

(texture, dynamics, tempo, rhythm 
and pitch). 
● Identify the main sections of the 
song (introduction, verse, chorus 
etc). 
● Name some of the instruments 
they heard in the song. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Skills 
● To confidently identify and move 
to the pulse.  
● To talk about the musical 
dimensions working together in the 
Unit songs eg if the song gets louder 
in the chorus (dynamics).  
● Talk about the music and how it 
makes them feel.  
● Listen carefully and respectfully to 
other people’s thoughts about the 
music.  
● When you talk try to use musical 
words. 

○ The lyrics: what the songs are 
about ○ Any musical dimensions 
featured in the songs and where 
they are used (texture, dynamics, 
tempo, rhythm and pitch)  
○ Identify the main sections of the 
songs (intro, verse, chorus etc.)  
○ Name some of the instruments 
they heard in the songs  
○ The historical context of the songs. 
What else was going on at this time?  
 
 
 
 

Skills 
● To identify and move to the pulse 
with ease.  
● To think about the message of 
songs.  
● To compare two songs in the same 
style, talking about what stands out 
musically in each of them, their 
similarities and differences.  
● Listen carefully and respectfully to 
other people’s thoughts about the 
music.  
● When you talk try to use musical 
words.  
● To talk about the musical 
dimensions working together in the 
Unit songs.  
● Talk about the music and how it 
makes you feel. 
 
 

○ The lyrics: what the songs are 
about 
○ Any musical dimensions featured 
in the songs and where they are 
used (texture, dynamics, tempo, 
rhythm, pitch and timbre) 
○ Identify the structure of the songs 
(intro, verse, chorus etc.) 
○ Name some of the instruments 
used in the songs 
○ The historical context of the songs. 
What else was going on at this time, 
musically and historically? 
○ Know and talk about that fact that 
we each have a musical identity 

 
Skills 
● To identify and move to the pulse 
with ease. 
● To think about the message of 
songs.  
● To compare two songs in the same 
style, talking about what stands out 
musically in each of them, their 
similarities and differences. 
● Listen carefully and respectfully to 
other people’s thoughts about the 
music.  
● Use musical words when talking 
about the songs.  
● To talk about the musical 
dimensions working together in the 
Unit songs.  
● Talk about the music and how it 
makes you feel, using musical 
language to describe the music.   

Musical Activities: Games 
Knowledge 
● To know that music has a steady 
pulse, like a heartbeat. 
● To know that we can create 
rhythms from words, our names, 
favourite 
food, colours and animals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Skills 

Knowledge 
● To know that music has a steady 
pulse, like a heartbeat. 
● To know that we can create 
rhythms from words, our names, 
favourite 
food, colours and animals. 
● Rhythms are different from the 
steady pulse. 
● We add high and low sounds, 
pitch, when we sing and play our 
instruments. 

 
 
 
Skills 

Knowledge 
● Know how to find and 
demonstrate the pulse.  
● Know the difference between 
pulse and rhythm.  
● Know how pulse, rhythm and pitch 
work together to create a song. 
● Know that every piece of music 
has a pulse/steady beat.  
● Know the difference between a 
musical question and an answer.  

 
 
 
 

Knowledge 
Know and be able to talk about:  
● How pulse, rhythm and pitch work 
together  
● Pulse: Finding the pulse – the 
heartbeat of the music  
● Rhythm: the long and short 
patterns over the pulse  
● Know the difference between 
pulse and rhythm  
● Pitch: High and low sounds that 
create melodies  
● How to keep the internal pulse  
● Musical Leadership: creating 
musical ideas for the group to copy 
or respond to  
 

Knowledge 
Know and be able to talk about:  
● How pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, 
dynamics, texture and structure 
work together and how they 
connect in a song  
● How to keep the internal pulse  
● Musical Leadership: creating 
musical ideas for the group to copy 
or respond to  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge 
Know and be able to talk about: 
● How pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, 
dynamics, texture and structure 
work together to create a song or 
music  
● How to keep the internal pulse  
● Musical Leadership: creating 
musical ideas for the group to copy 
or respond to 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Progressive Warm-up Games and 
Challenges to embed pulse, rhythm 
and pitch. Children will complete the 
following in relation to the main 
song : 
● Game 1 – Have Fun Finding The 
Pulse!FInd the pulse.  
● Game 2 – Rhythm Copy Back 
Listen to the rhythm and clap back.  
● Game 3 – Rhythm Copy Back, Your 
Turn Create rhythms for others to 
copy. 
● Game 4 – Pitch Copy Back and 
Vocal Warm-up 1 Listen and sing 
back.  
● Game 4a – Pitch Copy Back and 
Vocal Warm-up 2 Listen and sing 
back, and some different vocal 
warm-ups. . 

.  

Progressive Warm-up Games and 
Challenges to embed pulse, rhythm 
and pitch. Children will complete the 
following in relation to the main 
song : 
● Game 1 – Have Fun Finding the 
Pulse! FInd the pulse.. 
● Game 2 – Rhythm Copy Back 
Listen to the rhythm and clap back. 
● Game 3 – Rhythm Copy Back, Your 
Turn Create rhythms for others to 
copy. 
● Game 4 – Pitch Copy Back and 
Vocal Warm-up 1Listen and sing 
back.  
● Game 4a – Pitch Copy Back and 
Vocal Warm-up 2 Listen and sing 
back, and some different vocal 
warm-ups.  
  

Skills 
  Using the Warm up Games tracks 
provided, complete the Bronze, 
Silver and Gold Challenges. Children 
will complete the following in 
relation to the main song, using two 
notes:  
1 Find the Pulse  
2. Rhythm Copy Back: 
 a. Bronze: Clap and say back 
rhythms 
 b. Silver: Create your own simple 
rhythm patterns  
c. Gold: Perhaps lead the class using 
their simple rhythms 
3. Pitch Copy Back Using 2 Notes 
 a. Bronze: Copy back – ‘Listen and 
sing back’ (no notation)  
b. Silver: Copy back with 
instruments, without then with 
notation  
c. Gold: Copy back with instruments, 
without and then with notation. 
4. Pitch Copy Back and Vocal Warm-
ups  
 
  

Skills 
 Using the Warm up Games tracks 
provided, complete the Bronze, 
Silver and Gold Challenges. Children 
will complete the following in 
relation to the main song, using two 
notes:  
1. Find the Pulse  
2. Rhythm Copy Back:  
a. Bronze: Clap and say back 
rhythms  
b. Silver: Create your own simple 
rhythm patterns  
c. Gold: Perhaps lead the class using 
their simple rhythms  
3. Pitch Copy Back Using 2 Notes  
a. Bronze: Copy back – ‘Listen and 
sing back’ (no notation)  
b. Silver: Copy back with 
instruments, without then with 
notation  
c. Gold: Copy back with instruments, 
without and then with notation  
4. Pitch Copy Back and Vocal Warm-
ups 

 
 

Skills   
Using the Warm up Games tracks 
provided, complete the Bronze, 
Silver and Gold Challenges. Children 
will complete the following in 
relation to the main song, using 
three notes:  
● Bronze Challenge  
○ Find the pulse ○ Copy back 
rhythms based on the words of the 
main song, that include 
syncopation/off beat  
○ Copy back one-note riffs using 
simple and syncopated rhythm 
patterns 
● Silver Challenge  
○ Find the pulse ○ Lead the class by 
inventing rhythms for others to copy 
back  
○ Copy back two-note riffs by ear 
and with notation  
○ Question and answer using two 
different notes  
● Gold Challenge  
○ Find the pulse  
○ Lead the class by inventing 
rhythms for them to copy back 
○ Copy back three-note riffs by ear 
and with notation  
○ Question and answer using three 
different notes 

  

Skills 
Using the Warm up Games tracks 
provided, complete the Bronze, 
Silver and Gold Challenges. Children 
will complete the following in 
relation to the main song, using 
three notes: 
● Bronze Challenge 
 ○ Find the pulse  
○ Copy back rhythms based on the 
words of the main song, that include 
syncopation/off beat  
○ Copy back one-note riffs using 
simple and syncopated rhythm 
patterns  
● Silver Challenge 
○ Find the pulse  
○ Lead the class by inventing 
rhythms for others to copy back  
○ Copy back two-note riffs by ear 
and with notation  
○ Question and answer using two 
different notes  
● Gold Challenge  
● Find the pulse 
● Lead the class by inventing 
rhythms for them to copy back 
● Copy back three-note riffs by ear 
and with notation  
● Question and answer using three 
different notes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Musical Activities: Singing 



Knowledge 
● To confidently sing or rap five 
songs from memory and sing them 
in unison. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills 
● Learn about voices, singing notes 
of different pitches (high and low). 
●  Learn that they can make 
different types of sounds with their 
voices – you can rap or say words in 
rhythm. 
●  Learn to start and stop singing 
when following a leader.  

Knowledge 

● To confidently know and sing five 
songs from memory. 
● To know that unison is everyone 
singing at the same time. 
● Songs include other ways of using 
the voice e.g. rapping (spoken 
word). 
● To know why we need to warm up 

our voices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skills 
● Learn about voices singing notes 
of different pitches (high and low). 
● Learn that they can make different 
types of sounds with their voices – 
you can rap (spoken word with 
rhythm). 
● Learn to find a comfortable singing 
position. 
● Learn to start and stop singing 
when following a leader.  

Knowledge 
To know and be able to talk about: 
● Singing in a group can be called a 
choir 
● Leader or conductor: A person 
who the choir or group follow 
● Songs can make you feel different 
things e.g. happy, energetic or sad 
● Singing as part of an ensemble or 
large group is fun, but that you must 
listen to each other 
● To know why you must warm up 
your voice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Skills 
● To sing in unison and in simple 
two-parts. 
● To demonstrate a good singing 
posture. 
● To follow a leader when singing. 
● To enjoy exploring singing solo. 
● To sing with awareness of being 
‘in tune’. 
● To have an awareness of the pulse 
internally when singing. 
  

Knowledge 
To know and be able to talk about:  
● Singing in a group can be called a 
choir  
● Leader or conductor: A person 
who the choir or group follow  
● Songs can make you feel different 
things e.g. happy, energetic or sad  
● Singing as part of an ensemble or 
large group is fun, but that you must 
listen to each other  
● Texture: How a solo singer makes 
a thinner texture than a large group 
● To know why you must warm up 
your voice  
 
 
 
 
 

Skills 

To sing in unison and in simple two-
parts. 
● To demonstrate a good singing 
posture. 
● To follow a leader when singing. 
● To enjoy exploring singing solo. 
● To sing with awareness of being 
‘in tune’. 
● To rejoin the song if lost. 
● To listen to the group when 
singing. 

Knowledge 
● To know and confidently sing five 
songs and their parts from memory, 
and to sing them with a strong 
internal pulse.  
● To choose a song and be able to 
talk about:  
○ Its main features 
○ Singing in unison, the solo, lead 
vocal, backing vocals or rapping  
○ To know what the song is about 
and the meaning of the lyrics  
○ To know and explain the 
importance of warming up your 
voice 

 
 
 
 

Skills 
● To sing in unison and to sing 
backing vocals.  
● To enjoy exploring singing solo. To 
listen to the group when singing.  
● To demonstrate a good singing 
posture.  
● To follow a leader when singing.  
● To experience rapping and solo 
singing.  
● To listen to each other and be 
aware of how you fit into the group. 
● To sing with awareness of being 
‘in tune’.  

Knowledge 
● To know and confidently sing five 
songs and their parts from memory, 
and to sing them with a strong 
internal pulse. 
● To know about the style of the 
songs so you can represent the 
feeling and context to your audience 
● To choose a song and be able to 
talk about: 
○ Its main features  
○ Singing in unison, the solo, lead 
vocal, backing vocals or rapping  
○ To know what the song is about 
and the meaning of the lyrics  
○ To know and explain the 
importance of warming up your 
voice 

 
 
Skills 
● To sing in unison and to sing 
backing vocals.  
● To demonstrate a good singing 
posture.  
● To follow a leader when singing.  
● To experience rapping and solo 
singing.  
● To listen to each other and be 
aware of how you fit into the group. 
● To sing with awareness of being 

‘in tune’.  

Musical Activities: Playing Instruments 
Knowledge 
● Learn the names of the notes in 
their instrumental part from 
memory or when written down. 
● Learn the names of the 
instruments they are playing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills 
● Treat instruments carefully and 
with respect. 
● Play a tuned instrumental part 
with the song they perform. 

Knowledge 
● Learn the names of the notes in 
their instrumental part from 
memory or when written down.  
● Know the names of untuned 
percussion instruments played in 
class. 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills 
● Treat instruments carefully and 
with respect.  
● Learn to play a tuned instrumental 
part that matches their musical 
challenge, using one of the 

 Knowledge 
To know and be able to talk about:  
● The instruments used in class (a 
glockenspiel, a recorder)  
 
 
 
 
 
Skills 
● To treat instruments carefully and 
with respect.  
● Play any one, or all of four, 
differentiated parts on a tuned 
instrument from memory or using 
notation.  

Knowledge 
To know and be able to talk about:  
● The instruments used in class (a 
glockenspiel, recorder or 
xylophone).  
● Other instruments they might play 
or be played in a band or orchestra 
or by their friends.  
 
 
 
 

Skills 
● To treat instruments carefully and 
with respect. 
● Play any one, or all four, 
differentiated parts on a tuned 
instrument – a one-note, simple or 

Knowledge  
To know and be able to talk about:  
● Different ways of writing music 
down – e.g. staff notation, symbols 
● The notes C, D, E, F, G, A, B + C on 
the treble stave  
● The instruments they might play 
or be played in a band or orchestra 
or by their friends 
 

Skills 
● Play a musical instrument with the 
correct technique within the context 
of the Unit song.  
● Select and learn an instrumental 
part that matches their musical 
challenge, using one of the 
differentiated parts – a one-note, 

 Knowledge 
To know and be able to talk about: 
 ● Different ways of writing music 
down – e.g. staff notation, symbols 
● The notes C, D, E, F, G, A, B + C on 
the treble stave  
● The instruments they might play 
or be played in a band or orchestra 
or by their friends 
 

 Skills 
● Play a musical instrument with the 
correct technique within the 
context of the Unit song. 
● Select and learn an instrumental 
part that matches their musical 
challenge, using one of the 
differentiated parts – a one-note, 



● Learn to play an instrumental part 
that matches their musical 
challenge, using one of the 
differentiated parts (a one-note 
part, a 
simple part, medium part). 
● Listen to and follow musical 
instructions from a leader. 

differentiated parts (a one-note, 
simple or medium part).  
● Play the part in time with the 
steady pulse.  
● Listen to and follow musical 
instructions from a leader. 

● To rehearse and perform their 
part within the context of the Unit 
song.  
● To listen to and follow musical 
instructions from a leader. 
 
 

  

medium part or the melody of the 
song from memory or using 
notation. 
● To rehearse and perform their 
part within the context of the Unit 
song. 
● To listen to and follow musical 
instructions from a leader. 
● To experience leading the playing 
by making sure everyone plays in 
the playing section of the song. 

simple or medium part or the 
melody of the song from memory or 
using notation.  
● To rehearse and perform their 
part within the context of the Unit 
song.  
● To listen to and follow musical 
instructions from a leader.  
● To lead a rehearsal session. 

simpleor medium part or the 
melody of the song from memory or 
usingnotation. 
● To rehearse and perform their 
part within the context of the Unit 
song. 
● To listen to and follow musical 
instructions from a leader. 
● To lead a rehearsal session. 

Musical Activities: Improvisation 
Knowledge 
● Improvisation is about making up 
your own tunes on the spot. 
● When someone improvises, they 
make up their own tune that has 
never been heard before. It is not 
written down and belongs to them. 
● Everyone can improvise! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills 
Use the improvisation tracks 
provided. Improvise using the three 
challenges: 
1. Clap and Improvise – Listen and 
clap back, then listen and clap your 
own answer (rhythms of words). 
2. Sing, Play and Improvise – Use 
voices and instruments, listen and 
sing back, then listen and play your 
own answer using one or two 
notes. 
3. Improvise! – Take it in turns to 
improvise using one or two notes.. 
 
  

Knowledge 
● Improvisation is making up your 
own tunes on the spot.  
● When someone improvises, they 
make up their own tune that has 
never been heard before. It is not 
written down and belongs to them. 
● Everyone can improvise, and you 
can use one or two notes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills 
Use the improvisation tracks 
provided. Improvise using the three 
challenges: 

1. Clap and Improvise – Listen and 
clap back, then listen and clap your 
own answer (rhythms of words). 

2. Sing, Play and Improvise – Use     
voices and instruments, listen and 
sing back, then listen and play your 
own answer using one or two notes. 

3. Improvise! – Take it in turns to 
improvise using one or two notes. 

Knowledge 
To know and be able to talk about 
improvisation: 
● Improvisation is making up your 
own tunes on the spot 
● When someone improvises, they 
make up their own tune that has 
never been heard before. It is not 
written down and belongs to them 
● To know that using one or two 
notes confidently is better than 
using five 
● To know that if you improvise 
using the notes you are given, you 
cannot make a mistake 

  
 
 
 
 
Skills 
Improvise using instruments in the 
context of the song they are learning 
to perform. Using the improvisation 
tracks provided, children will 
complete the Bronze, Silver or Gold 
Challenges: 
● Bronze Challenge: 
○ Copy Back – Listen and sing back 
○ Play and Improvise – Using 
instruments, listen and play your 
own answer using one note. 
○ Improvise! – Take it in turns to 
improvise using one note. 
● Silver Challenge: 
○ Sing, Play and Copy Back – Listen 
and copy back using instruments, 
using two different notes. 
○ Play and Improvise – Using your 
instruments, listen and play your 
own answer using one or two notes. 

Knowledge 
To know and be able to talk about 
improvisation:  
● Improvisation is making up your 
own tunes on the spot  
● When someone improvises, they 
make up their own tune that has 
never been heard before. It is not 
written down and belongs to them. 
● To know that using one or two 
notes confidently is better than 
using five  
● To know that if you improvise 
using the notes you are given, you 
cannot make a mistake  
● To know that you can use some of 
the riffs you have heard in the 
Challenges in your improvisations 

 
 
 
Skills 
Improvise using instruments in the 
context of a song they are learning 
to perform. Use the improvisation 
tracks provided and improvise using 
the Bronze, Silver or Gold 
Challenges. 
● Bronze Challenge: 
○ Copy Back – Listen and sing back 
melodic patterns 
○ Play and Improvise – Using 
instruments, listen and play your 
own answer using one note. 
○ Improvise! – Take it in turns to 
improvise using one note. 
● Silver Challenge: 
○ Sing, Play and Copy Back – Listen 
and copy back using 
instruments, using two different 
notes. 

Knowledge 
To know and be able to talk about 
improvisation:  
● Improvisation is making up your 
own tunes on the spot  
● When someone improvises, they 
make up their own tune that has 
never been heard before. It is not 
written down and belongs to them. 
● To know that using one or two 
notes confidently is better than 
using five  
● To know that if you improvise 
using the notes you are given, you 
cannot make a mistake  
● To know that you can use some of 
the riffs you have heard in the 
Challenges in your improvisations  
● To know three well-known 
improvising musicians 
 
 
 

Skills  
Improvise using instruments in the 
context of a song to be performed. 
Use the improvisation tracks 
provided and improvise using the 
Bronze, Silver or Gold Challenges.  
1. Play and Copy Back  
○ Bronze – Copy back using 
instruments. Use one note.  
○ Silver – Copy back using 
instruments. Use the two notes.  
○ Gold – Copy back using 
instruments. Use the three notes.  
2. Play and Improvise You will be 
using up to three notes:  
○ Bronze – Question and Answer 
using instruments. Use one note in 
your answer. 

Knowledge 
To know and be able to talk about 
improvisation:  
● Improvisation is making up your 
own tunes on the spot 
 ● When someone improvises, they 
make up their own tune that has 
never been heard before. It is not 
written down and belongs to them. 
● To know that using one, two or 
three notes confidently is better 
than using five  
● To know that if you improvise 
using the notes you are given, you 
cannot make a mistake  
● To know that you can use some of 
the riffs and licks you have learnt in 
the Challenges in your 
improvisations  
● To know three well-known 
improvising musicians  

 
Skills 
Improvise using instruments in the 
context of a song to be performed. 
Use the improvisation tracks 
provided and improvise using the 
Bronze, Silver or Gold Challenges. 
1. Play and Copy Back  
○ Bronze – Copy back using 
instruments. Use one note.  
○ Silver – Copy back using 
instruments. Use the two notes. 
 ○ Gold – Copy back using 
instruments. Use the three notes.  
2. Play and Improvise You will be 
using up to three notes:  
○ Bronze – Question and Answer 
using instruments. Use one note in 
your answer. 
○ Silver – Question and Answer 
using instruments. Use two notes in 
your answer. Always start on a G.  



○ Improvise! – Take it in turns to 
improvise using one or two notes. 
● Gold Challenge: 
○ Sing, Play and Copy Back – Listen 
and copy back using instruments, 
two different notes. 
○ Play and Improvise – Using your 
instruments, listen and play your 
own answer using two different 
notes. 
○ Improvise! – Take it in turns to 
improvise using three different 
notes. 

○ Play and Improvise – Using your 
instruments, listen and play 
your own answer using one or two 
notes. 
○ Improvise! – Take it in turns to 
improvise using one or two 
notes. 
● Gold Challenge: 
○ Sing, Play and Copy Back – Listen 
and copy back using 
instruments, two different notes. 
○ Play and Improvise – Using your 
instruments, listen and play 
your own answer using two different 
notes. 
○ Improvise! – Take it in turns to 
improvise using three different 
notes. 

 ○ Silver – Question and Answer 
using instruments. Use two notes in 
your answer. Always start on a G. 
○ Gold – Question and Answer using 
instruments. Use three notes in your 
answer. Always start on a G.  
3. Improvisation! You will be using 
up to three notes. The notes will be 
provided on-screen and in the 
lesson plan:  
○ Bronze – Improvise using one 
note.  
○ Silver – Improvise using two notes. 
○ Gold – Improvise using three 
notes. Classroom Jazz 2 – Improvise 
with a feeling for the style of Bossa 
Nova and Swing using the notes D, E, 
G, A + B (pentatonic scale/a five-
note pattern) 

○ Gold – Question and Answer using 
instruments. Use three notes in your 

answer. Always start on a G.  
3. Improvisation! You will be using 
up to three notes. The notes will be 
provided on-screen and in the 
lesson plan: 
○ Bronze – Improvise using one 
note.  
○ Silver – Improvise using two notes.  
○ Gold – Improvise using three 
notes. Classroom Jazz 2 – Improvise 
with a feeling for the style of Bossa 
Nova and Swing using the notes D, E, 
G, A + B (pentatonic scale/a five-
note pattern) 

Composition 
Knowledge 
● Composing is like writing a story 
with music. 
● Everyone can compose. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Skills 
● Help to create a simple melody 
using one, two or three notes. 
● Learn how the notes of the 
composition can be written down 
and changed if necessary.  

Knowledge 
● Composing is like writing a story 
with music.  
● Everyone can compose.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Skills 

● Help create three simple melodies 
with the Units using one, three or 
five different notes. 
● Learn how the notes of the 
composition can be written down 
and changed if necessary. 

Knowledge 
To know and be able to talk about:  
● A composition: music that is 
created by you and kept in some 
way. 
● Different ways of recording 
compositions (letter names, 
symbols, audio etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
Skills 
● Help create at least one simple 
melody using one, three or five 
different notes. 
● Plan and create a section of music 
that can be performed within the 
context of the unit song. 
● Talk about how it was created. 
● Listen to and reflect upon the 
developing composition and make 
musical decisions about pulse, 
rhythm, pitch, dynamics and tempo. 
● Record the composition in any 
way appropriate that recognises the 
connection between sound and 
symbol (e.g. graphic/pictorial 

 Knowledge 
To know and be able to talk about:  
● A composition: music that is 
created by you and kept in some 
way.  
● Different ways of recording 
compositions (letter names, 
symbols, audio etc.)  

 
 
 
 
 
Skills  
● Help create at least one simple 
melody using one, three or all five 
different notes.  
● Plan and create a section of music 
that can be performed within the 
context of the unit song.  
● Talk about how it was created.  
● Listen to and reflect upon the 
developing composition and make 
musical decisions about pulse, 
rhythm, pitch, dynamics and tempo. 
● Record the composition in any 
way appropriate that recognises the 
connection between sound and 

Knowledge 
To know and be able to talk about:  
● A composition: music that is 
created by you and kept in some 
way. It’s like writing a story. It can 
be played or performed again to 
your friends.  
● A composition has pulse, rhythm 
and pitch that work together and 
are shaped by tempo, dynamics, 
texture and structure  
● Notation: recognise the 
connection between sound and 
symbol  
 
 

Skills 
● Create simple melodies using up 
to five different notes and simple 
rhythms that work musically with 
the style of the Unit song.  
● Explain the keynote or home note 
and the structure of the melody.  
● Listen to and reflect upon the 
developing composition and make 
musical decisions about how the 
melody connects with the song. 
● Record the composition in any 
way appropriate that recognises the 
connection between sound and 

Knowledge 
To know and be able to talk about:  
● A composition: music that is 
created by you and kept in some 
way. It’s like writing a story. It can 
be played or performed again to 
your friends.  
● A composition has pulse, rhythm 
and pitch that work together and 
are shaped by tempo, dynamics, 
texture and structure  
● Notation: recognise the 
connection between sound and 
symbol 
 
 

Skills 
● Create simple melodies using up 
to five different notes and simple 
rhythms that work musically with 
the style of the Unit song. 
● Explain the keynote or home note 
and the structure of the melody. 
● Listen to and reflect upon the 
developing composition and make 
musical decisions about how the 
melody connects with the song. 
● Record the composition in any 
way appropriate that recognises the 
connection between sound and 
symbol (e.g. graphic/pictorial 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

notation). symbol (e.g. graphic/pictorial 
notation). 

symbol (e.g. graphic/pictorial 
notation). 

notation). 

Performance 
Knowledge 
A performance is sharing music with 
other people, called an audience.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills 
● Choose a song they have learnt 
from the Scheme and perform it. 
● They can add their ideas to the 
performance. 
● Record the performance and say 
how they were feeling about it.  

Knowledge 
● A performance is sharing music 
with an audience.  
● A performance can be a special 
occasion and involve a class, a year 
group or a whole school.  
● An audience can include your 
parents and friends 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skills 
● Choose a song they have learnt 
from the Scheme and perform it. ● 
They can add their ideas to the 
performance. ● Record the 
performance and say how they were 
feeling about it. 

  

Knowledge 
To know and be able to talk about:  
● Performing is sharing music with 
other people, an audience  
● A performance doesn’t have to be 
a drama! It can be to one person or 
to each other  
● You need to know and have 
planned everything that will be 
performed  
● You must sing or rap the words 
clearly and play with confidence  
● A performance can be a special 
occasion and involve an audience 
including of people you don’t know 
● It is planned and different for each 
occasion ● It involves  
communicating feelings, thoughts 
and ideas about the song/music 
 
 

Skills 
● To choose what to perform and 
create a programme.  
● To communicate the meaning of 
the words and clearly articulate 
them.  
● To talk about the best place to be 
when performing and how to stand 
or sit.  
● To record the performance and 
say how they were feeling, what 
they were pleased with what they 
would change and why. 
 

  

Knowledge 
To know and be able to talk about: 
● Performing is sharing music with 
other people, an audience  
● A performance doesn’t have to be 
a drama! It can be to one person or 
to each other  
● You need to know and have 
planned everything that will be 
performed  
● You must sing or rap the words 
clearly and play with confidence  
● A performance can be a special 
occasion and involve an audience 
including of people you don’t know 
● It is planned and different for each 
occasion  
● It involves communicating 
feelings, thoughts and ideas about 
the song/music  
 

Skills  
● To choose what to perform and 
create a programme.  
● Present a musical performance 
designed to capture the audience.  
● To communicate the meaning of 
the words and clearly articulate 
them.  
● To talk about the best place to be 
when performing and how to stand 
or sit.  
● To record the performance and 
say how they were feeling, what 
they were pleased with what they 
would change and why. 
 

 

Knowledge 
To know and be able to talk about:  
● Performing is sharing music with 
other people, an audience  
● A performance doesn’t have to be 
a drama! It can be to one person or 
to each other  
● Everything that will be performed 
must be planned and learned  
● You must sing or rap the words 
clearly and play with confidence  
● A performance can be a special 
occasion and involve an audience 
including of people you don’t know 
● It is planned and different for each 
occasion  
● A performance involves 
communicating ideas, thoughts and 
feelings about the song/music 
 
 

Skills 
● To choose what to perform and 
create a programme.  
● To communicate the meaning of 
the words and clearly articulate 
them. 
 ● To talk about the venue and how 
to use it to best effect.  
● To record the performance and 
compare it to a previous 
performance.  
● To discuss and talk musically 
about it – “What went well?” and “It 
would have been even better if...?” 

Knowledge 
To know and be able to talk about:  
● Performing is sharing music with 
an audience with belief  
● A performance doesn’t have to be 
a drama! It can be to one person or 
to each other  
● Everything that will be performed 
must be planned and learned  
● You must sing or rap the words 
clearly and play with confidence  
● A performance can be a special 
occasion and involve an audience 
including of people you don’t know 
● It is planned and different for each 
occasion  
● A performance involves 
communicating ideas, thoughts and 
feelings about the song/music 
 
 

Skills 
● To choose what to perform and 
create a programme. 
● To communicate the meaning of 
the words and clearly articulate 
them. 
● To talk about the venue and how 
to use it to best effect. 
● To record the performance and 
compare it to a previous 
performance. 
● To discuss and talk musically 
about it – “What went well?” and “It 
would have been even better if...?” 



The musical instrumental and musical notation progression through EYFS, KS1 and KS2 is shown in the diagrams below. The instrumental work is differentiated allowing 
children to move through the relevant parts as they need to. An integrated approach to musical learning means that the whole musical experience is important, children 
are learning music through these activities.  
 
EYFS Progression 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Key Stage 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Key Stage 2 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MUSIC CURRICULUM IMPLEMENTATION: SPIRITUAL MORAL SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

Our Music Curriculum contributes to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of our children and embeds our School ethos and mission statement of, Together 
we DREAM, together we learn. 
 

Spiritual Development Moral Development Social Development Cultural Development 

• Respect for self and others 

• Increasing ability to reflect 

• Empathy, Concern & Compassion 

• Expressive & creative development 

• Awareness and understanding of their 
own and others beliefs 

• Ability to think in terms of the whole 

• Readiness to challenge all that would 
constrain the human spirit: poverty of 
aspiration, lack of self-confidence and 
belief, indifference, force, aggression, 
injustice, self-interest, sexism and racism 

• Courage and persistence in the defence 
of their aims, values, principles and 
beliefs 

• Appreciation of the intangible 

• Understanding of feelings and emotions 
and their likely impact 

• Respect for insight as well as knowledge 
and reason 

• Ability to distinguish right from wrong 

• Confidence to act consistently in 
accordance with their own principles 

• Respect for others’ needs, interests and 
feelings as well as their own 

• Desire to explore their own and others’ 
views 

• A commitment to personal values in 
areas which are considered right by 
some and wrong by others 

• Ability to make responsible and 
reasoned judgements on moral 
dilemmas 

• Ability to think through consequences 
of their own and others’ actions 

• Considerate style of life 

• Understanding of the need to review 
and reassess their values, codes and 
principles in the light of experience 

• Works successfully as a member of a 
group or team 

• Appreciates the right and 
responsibilities of individuals within the 
wider social setting 

• Takes advice offered by those in 
authority or counselling roles 

• Participates in activities relevant to the 
community 

• Exercises responsibility 

• Resolves conflict 

• Adjusts to a range of social contexts by 
appropriate and sensitive behaviour 

• Challenges, when necessary and in 
appropriate ways, the values of a group 
or wider community 

• Understands how societies function 
and are organised in structures such as 
the family, the school and local and 
wider communities 

• Shares values and opinions with others 
and works towards consensus 

• Reflects on their own contribution to 
society 

• Relates well to other peoples’ social 
skills and personal qualities 

• Understands the notion of 
interdependence in an increasingly 
complex society 

• Appreciation of the diversity and 
interdependence of cultures 

• Ability to appreciate cultural diversity 
and accord dignity and respect to other 
people’s values and beliefs, thereby 
challenging racism and valuing race 
equality 

• Ability to recognise and understand 
their own cultural assumptions and 
values 

• Understanding of the influences which 
have shaped their own cultural heritage 

• Understanding of the dynamic, 
evolutionary nature of cultures 

• Sense of personal enrichment through 
encounter with cultural media and 
tradition from a range of cultures 

• Regard for the rights of human 
achievement in all cultures and 
societies 

• Openness to new ideas and a 
willingness to modify cultural values in 
the light of experience 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MUSIC CURRICULUM IMPLEMENTATION: EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
Being able to offer our children a wide range of diverse extra-curricular activities is very important as it encourages them to become independent, confident and successful 
members of the community. Some of our activities relating to music are run by external providers and take place during playtime.  
 
MUSIC CURRICULUM IMPLEMENTATION: HEALTH & SAFETY AND SAFEGUARDING 
Risk Assessments are completed for all off site activities. 
Appropriate staff supervision ratios are ensured. 
Approved venues and transport are used. 
 
MUSIC CURRICULUM IMPLEMENTATION: STAFF DEVELOPMENT 
Key staff undertake ongoing professional development as identified through consistent, embedded monitoring and regular informal professional conversations. 
 
MUSIC CURRICULUM IMPACT 

 
 
 
 

MUSIC LESSONS 

All children have consistent access to high quality, safe and broad music lessons which: 

• Benefit health and well being 

• Develop their knowledge, skills and experiences of science 

• Build the knowledge, skills, values and confidence necessary for them to make positive, healthy decisions throughout their lives 

• Develop their social, moral, spiritual and cultural understanding by linking their understating and learning to their lives.  

MUSIC EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

All children have access to: 

• Extra–curricular opportunities such as, choir and playing of instruments 

• Opportunities to socialise with different peer groups 

• Opportunities to make a positive contribution to our school and community – Christmas Performances, Choir singing in the community. supporting charities 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT & RESEARCH 

• Continuous Staff development is planned annually 

• Staff questionnaires are completed annually to ensure suitable coverage and topic success rate 


